SOIL NUTRIENTS

Nutrients reach the soil in many different ways: from decomposed animal
! waste and dead plants, the atmosphere, weathering of rocks, and
bacteria conversions*

To complete their life cycle, plants need ESSENTIAL NUTRIENTS,
each in VARYING DEGREES.

e CARBON, OXYGEN and HYDROG‘EN are Relative amounts (out of 100] of the
essential to plant growth and are supplied by essential nutrients required by most plants:

AIR and WATER. = ',
The other essential elements are referred to
as' MINERAL NUTRIENTS and enter plants
almast exclusively through the roots. These _
nutrients are divided inte two groups. :
~
o"MACRONUTRIENTS (primary/secondary
nutrients] are required by plants.in
LARGEF{amounts and include nitrogen, -
phosphorus, potassium, C8|CiL.J;n, : .
% magnesium and sulfur. A
o MICRONUTRIENTS (trace elements) are
. TINY amounts of nutrients that include
iron, chlorine, manganese, boron, zine,
copper, and molybdenum.
ALLMACRO/MICRO nutrients are critical '
. to normal plant growth and development;
they are simply needed in DIFFERENT _ :
Mo L

Amounts unknown for -
IF growing conditions are GOOD, a plant wu!l Nickel (N) and Cobalt (Co

absor‘b nutrients from the sail.

: @ S :
IF a plant experiences extremes in temperature, iffcorrect light:fevels, or water-

. logged or compacted sojl, it will have a LIMITED ABILITY to absorb nutrients:
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